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Central & Eastern WA (CEW) Fire Healthcare Impacts and Updates 

 
State Mission Number: 26-1349 2026 Wildfire Season 

 
Background 
Widespread wildfires burning in central and eastern Washington are causing impacts on all sectors of healthcare. NWHRN 
fully activated our Healthcare Emergency Coordination Center (HECC) on August 2, 2026, to help provide facilitation, 
coordination and support in connecting partners and other emergency response entities to address the needs of healthcare 
during this incident. As of August 6, 2026, NWHRN has shifted Snapshot Reports to become Situation Reports, though we 
will maintain our report numbering for continuity. 
 
Current Situation 
• At today's 9:30am NWHRN call, partners decided to decrease the cadence of the call. For any partners who receive the 

calendar invite for the CEW Fire Healthcare Impacts & Updates call, please manually 'decline' the series on your end. A 
new meeting series, specific to next week only (M-W-F) will be sent tomorrow. 

• Governor Ferguson released an emergency proclamation on August 10th, 2026, amending proclamation 26-03, waiving 
laws and regulations to support individuals, business, and healthcare during the emergency. 26-03.1 Wildfires – 
Immediate Relief and Response. The governor is also preparing a request for a Major Disaster Declaration from the 
Federal Government. 
o Press Release: Governor Ferguson issues emergency proclamation suspending state laws to help those impacted 

by wildfires 
• Governor Ferguson announced August 7th, 2026, that the United States Department of Health and Human Services has 

declared a Public Health Emergency in response to the devastating wildfires in Eastern Washington. Governor Ferguson 
announces federal public health emergency for communities impacted by wildfires 

• As of August 7, 2026, WA State Office of the Insurance Commissioner has issued Emergency Order No. 26-02 and 
Insurance Commissioner Kuderer’s release  

• Central & Eastern Washington Weather and Smoke Outlook - Widespread smoke will persist this week. Showers and 
higher humidity Wednesday–Thursday may help fires, but gusty winds and new fires starting remains possible. Rain 
chances increase Friday–Sunday, with temperatures cooling toward normal. Red Flag Warning for lightning and gusty 
outflow winds, which is in effect from noon today to 9 PM PDT this evening.  Fire Weather Warning 

• Omak Stampede event runs 8/13-8/16. Events will not be cancelled despite requests from local authorities due to poor 
air quality. Attendees will be provided with masks at the event. 

• Evacuation orders in Spokane have been lifted, and affected facilities are working on plans for their return. 
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• WA EMD reports 6 active shelters, with 3 located in Spokane, 2 in Stevens and 1 in Chelan operating for displaced 
people and pets. There are currently 20 active fires in the state. See the SEOC report linked below for additional 
updates.  

NWHRN Activities 
• NWHRN CEW Fire Healthcare Impacts & Updates Meeting at 09:30 will be canceled for tomorrow, Friday August 14th. 

The meeting cadence will be moving to Monday, Wednesday, and Friday starting Monday, August 17th, 2026. 
• NWHRN will adjust the cadence of the Situation Report to align with the updated Healthcare Impacts 9:30 meeting 

schedule, beginning Friday, August 14, 2026. Going forward, Situation Reports will follow the same cadence as the CEW 
Fire Healthcare Impacts & Updates Meetings. 

• The Network continues to host and facilitate partner calls, both for general information sharing and targeted 
discussions with specific groups. These operational calls enable timely information exchange and support the 
coordination and advancement of operational activities. Currently coordinating situational awareness connections 
about current and anticipated wildfire activity as well as smoke impacts. 

• Working closely with WA DOH, DSHS, and WA EOC to provide healthcare situational awareness and request/asks to 
support healthcare needs. Continue to operate as a member of WA DOH ESF8 team and provide healthcare perspective 
for state solutions. 

• NWHRN is working closely with those partners receiving hospitals and the VA to continue tracking in WATrac Patient 
Tracking; patients evacuated until they can return to Mann Grand Staff VA Hospital.  

• Maintain regular connections with partner agencies to share information, ground truth statements, and build 
operational solutions.   

• The Liaison Team is supporting local governmental and healthcare coordination calls throughout the State.  
• In the event of a resource shortage that cannot be resolved via normal channels, please contact our Duty Officer. The 

Resource Request Process and 213 Resource Request Form can be found on our website. 
• HECC is assisting with adding appropriate contacts to the Central & Eastern WA Fire HC Impacts & Update call and 

Situational Awareness (Snapshot and Situation Report) distribution lists, plus updating the NWHRN Operational 
Activities page related to any Wildfire Response resources at: https://nwhrn.org/operational-activities/.  

• Remain aware of phishing campaigns targeting healthcare during this response. We recommend verifying emails to 
ensure they are accurate and coming from persons or agencies your organization usually communicates with. 

• Our 24/7 Duty Officer remains staffed to respond to healthcare needs. If you have any questions or need assistance, 
please contact our Duty Officer at hecc@nwhrn.org or 425-988-2897. 

• Due to the ongoing response to the Spokane wildfires, NWHRN did not distribute the Washington State Brief this 
Thursday, August 13, 2026. 

 
Partner Activities 
• Behavioral Health Just in Time Training - Free leadership training and consultation are available for healthcare 

organizations supporting staff affected by this disaster. Designed for healthcare leaders, these services focus on mental 
and behavioral health support across all phases of the disaster cycle. Please contact Dr. Kira Mauseth 
drkiramauseth@gmail.com or Tona McGuire TLMCG01@gmail.com.  
o Spokane Fire Response / Recovery Behavioral Health Trainings. Three hybrid trainings will be presented in Spokane 

at Gonzaga and via Zoom on August 19, at 10:30am, 12:30pm, and 2:30pm, and last about 90 minutes. The zoom 
meeting room will be open for most of the day. The content will repeat for each session, with time for Q&A. Please 
Register Here for the Behavioral Health Training Zoom; Please use the link above to sign up or see the flyer on the 
NWHRN AlertMedia Events page. 

o We will be planning to offer HST, a more in-depth training in basic behavioral health support for community 
members and organizations sometime hopefully in September.  

• WSHA has compiled information on the waiver approvals and other updates shared during the Governor’s press 
conference on August 10. Please see the WSHA Wildfire Public Health Emergency and Important Waivers on the 
NWHRN AlertMedia Events Page.  

mailto:hecc@nwhrn.org
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• DSHS has worked on compiling information on the Disaster Cash Assistance Program. The program has strict eligibility 
requirements, and available funds are limited and may be depleted quickly. Please see the letter from Economic 
Services Administration (ESA) Assistant Secretary Carla Reyes on the NWHRN AlertMedia Events Page. 

• Mann Grand Staff VA Hospital started moving patients back to their hospital Tuesday and will continue today. NWHRN 
is supporting any WATrac Patient Tracking needs.  

 Spokane Health and Rehab has begun building remediation. Completion of repairs will be in the next 7 days. They are 
currently planning on admitting residents on 8/24. Avista Senior Living is currently working on cleanup efforts, 
assessing smoke damage, and determining the repairs needed to safely restore the facility. The goal is to allow more 
than 100 residents, who are currently being sheltered at other long-term care facilities, to return home as soon as it is 
safe to do so. 

Additionally, our colleagues at DSHS provided this update on our call 8/10. 
o Home and community living assistance (HCLA) is working with the Department of Health and Health Care Authority 

on submitting federal waivers: 
 Appendix K, for Medicaid disaster relief, was submitted on August 6 
 1115 and 1135 waivers are being worked on for submission now that the federal Public Health Emergency 

declaration is in place 
o HCLA is working to waive and suspend specific state RCWs and WACs for long-term care facilities (these will be 

included in the Governor’s Proclamation): 
 RCW 70.128, RCW 70.128.066 and WAC 388-76: permit DSHS to authorize expedited emergency admissions 

and temporary incases in licensed Adult Family Homes capacity for individuals displaced by the wildfire 
emergency. It also allows for the agency to establish alternative timeframes for completion of required 
assessments, service plans, approvals, and admission documentation, and may impose conditions necessary to 
protect resident health and safety 

 RCW 18.20.350, RCW 18.20, and WAC 388-78A: to the extent necessary, permit expedited emergency 
admissions and temporary capacity adjustments in Assisted Living Facilities for individuals displaced by the 
wildfire emergency. Required assessments, service planning, and admission documentation shall be 
completed as soon as reasonably practicable under alternative timeframes established by DSHS, and any 
temporary capacity authorization shall remain subject to Department established health and safety 
conditions. 

 RCW 18.51.091, RCW18.51.240, RCW 74.42, and WAC 3588-97: to the extent necessary to permit expedited 
emergency admission, transfer, and temporary placement of Nursing Homes residents displaced by the 
wildfire emergency, including temporary resident capacity increases approved by DSHS. These flexibilities shall 
be subject to conditions established by DSHS to protect resident health and safety. 

• CMS Emergency Approvals and Payment for Services Dear Provider Letter is available for review on the NWHRN events 
page. 

• The Disaster Assistance Center (DAC) has been closed as of 8/12/2026. The shelter at the Spokane Convention Center is 
demobilizing, and the Red Cross staff will relocate to the NE Community College this week.  

• DOH will be moving vital records support to Spokane Regional Health District today. During their time at the DAC, they 
issued over 240 vital records to community members impacted by the fires.   

• Hospitals in Eastern WA report staffing continues to improve. Evacuation zones have been lifted as fires are being 
contained. Staff are starting to return home. Hospitals are focusing on response recovery for their staff and offering 
recovery resources.  
o Donations for Providence Caregivers - Anyone interested in donating to support the Providence care givers 

impacted by the fires. 
o Support Health and Healing - MultiCare Foundations Alternatively call our secure line and we can process gifts over 

the phone.  That number is 253-290-9601 or call the MultiCare Foundation for info on an ACH or where to send 
checks. - Anyone interested in donating to support the MultiCare care givers impacted by the fires.  

• Chelan/Douglas PH is working with schools in anticipation of students returning to school in a few weeks, ensuring they 
have air scrubbers in place ahead of time to help mitigate impacts from smoke. Air purifiers and air scrubbers are being 
made available where possible for vulnerable populations and hospitals/clinics. 
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• WA EMD - Initial Damage Assessment Advance Notice- 2026 Wildfires 
• State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) Situation Update and Media Summary - 08/12/2026 
• The Washington Department of Health (WA DOH) Incident Management Team (IMT) current priorities include 

identifying at-risk populations and coordinating waiver requests with the Health Care Authority (HCA), Department of 
Social and Health Services (DSHS), and Washington State Hospital Association (WSHA). 

• DaVita Kidney Care Indian Trail clinic is planned to reopen on 8/17. Contact Fresenius Medical Care Patient Hotline at 
(800) 626-1297 or DaVita Kidney Care, Rachel Goering at (509)-363-0070. 

• The Red Cross has an information card available with a QR code to share with partners, constituents, clients, friends, 
and anyone who may have been impacted by the Spokane-area wildfires. The card is located on the NWHRN 
AlertMedia Resources Page.  

 
Recovery Resources 
• CMS Emergency Response website 
• ASPR - A Public Health Emergency Declaration 
• CMS 1135 Waiver / Flexibility Request and Inquiry website 
• WA EMD – Wildfire Resources and Status 
• After a Wildfire | Spokane Regional Health District  
• Douglas, Chelan, Okanogan Washington VOAD 
• WA DOH - Post-Fire Cleanup Guidance 
• PostFire LA Foundation - Old Trails & Spokane Area Fires — What To Do First | PostFire 
• City of Spokane - Community Resources, Donations Support, and Wildfire Information 
• Donation sites    

o Yakama Nation - https://yakama.com/programs/signal-peak-and-ransier-fire-updates/ 
o Colville Tribe - https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/cedar-fund-wildfire-recovery-campaign 
o Okanogan County - https://occac.com/donate/ 
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